

UNAUTHORIZED EXAMINATION 
OF 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 
MATERIALS 


MR. SPEAKER: RECENT NEWSPAPER AND OTHER MEDIA 

ACCOUNTS HAVE CARRIED THE STORY THAT MATERIALS IN THE 

POSSESSION OF THE FORMER SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASS ASS I - 

t 

NATIONS WERE EXAMINED IN AN UNAUTHORIZED FASHION LAST 
SUMMER . AS THE FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE , 
I AM MAKING THESE REMARKS TO REPORT TO MY COLLEAGUES THE 
FACTS OF THE MATTER. 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS FACED AN 
IMPORTANT AND COMPLEX TASK. THE HOUSE MANDATED THE 
COMMITTEE TO LOOK INTO THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES 
SURROUNDING THE DEATHS OF TWO OF OUR NATIONS GREATEST 


,t 

LEADERS, PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY AND DR, MARTIN 


LUTHER KING, JR. 
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DEATH IS NOT A PLEASANT SUBJECT, AND ITS DETAILS CAN 

BE GRUESOME. ONE OF THE LEAST PLEASANT OF THE TASK 

THAT FACED THE COMMITTEE WAS THE EXAMINATION OF THE 
% 

PHOTOGRAPHS MADE DURING THE AUTOPSIES OF THESE TWO 
MEN. NO ONE WHO KNEW THEM IN LIFE WOULD NOT BE DIS- 
TURBED VIEWING THEIR PHOTOGRAPHS IN DEATH. 

f THE PHOTOGRAPHS THAT WERE MADE IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE AUTOPSIES OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY AND DR. KING HAVE 
NEVER BEEN MADE PUBLIC. GOOD TASTE DICTATES THAT THEY 
NEVER BE. THE WARREN COMMISSION THAT EXAMINED PRESIDENT 
KENNEDY'S DEATH IN 1964 DID NOT PUBLISH THEM, AND THE 
SELECT COMMITTEE'S FINAL REPORT ON THE DEATHS OF PRESI- 
DENT KENNEDY AND DR. KING WILL ALSO NOT MAKE THE PHOTO- 
GRAPHS OF EITHER OF THEM PUBLIC. 

MR. SPEAKER: THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATION TOOK 

EXTRAORDINARY CARE THAT THE AUTOPSY PHOTOGRAPHS WERE NOT 
USED IN AN UNAUTHORIZED FASHION.. 
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THERE ARE SEGMENTS OF THE PRESS THAT ARE SO LACKING IN 
GOOD TASTE THAT THEY MIGHT WELL HAVE PUBLISHED THEM IF 

THEY COULD HAVE OBTAINED ACCESS TO THEM. THE SELECT 

* 

COMMITTEE MADE EVERY EFFORT TO EMPLOY ONLY THE MOST 
TRUSTWORTHY PERSONS, BUT EVEN THEN, ONLY THOSE WITH A 
NEED TO USE THE AUTOPSY PHOTOGRAPHS IN THEIR WORK WERE 

GIVEN ACCESS TO THEM. 

t 

THE AUTOPSY MATERIALS WERE KEPT IN A SEPARATE SAFE 
IN THE SECURITY ROOM OF THE OFFICES OF THE SELECT 
COMMITTEE. THE COMMITTEE'S CLASSIFIED FILES WERE KEPT 
IN THE SAME ROOM, BUT IN SEPARATE SAFES. THE GENERAL 
FILES OF THE COMMITTEE WERE HOUSED IN ANOTHER AREA 
ENTIRELY. IT WAS NECESSARY TO SIGN IN AND OUT ON A LOG 
BOOK TO SECURE ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED FILES. ACCESS TO 
THE AUTOPSY MATERIALS COULD ONLY BE SECURED BY THE 
PERSONAL PERMISSION OF THE CHIEF COUNSEL GIVEN SEPARATELY 


EVERY TIME ACCESS WAS SOUGHT. 
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EACH NOTEBOOK THAT CONTAINED A SET OF THE AUTOPSY PHOTO- 
GRAPHS WAS SEPARATELY NUMBERED AND THE USE OF EACH BOOK 

WAS RECORDED ON A LOG EVERY TIME IT WAS EXAMINED. 

% 

IN JULY OF LAST YEAR THE STAFF OF THE SELECT COMMIT- 
TEE DISCOVERED THAT A CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY EMPLOYEE 
HAD OBTAINED UNAUTHORIZED ACCESS TO THE AUTOPSY PHOTO- 
GRAPH OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY. THE STAFF MADE THIS DISCOV- 
ERY WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
POLICE, THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION AND THE CENTRAL 
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. THE FACTS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A RESEARCHER ON THE STAFF SECURED PERMISSION OF THE 
CHIEF COUNSEL TO GET ACCESS TO THE KENNEDY AUTOPSY 
MATERIALS. ACCESS WAS OBTAINED IN THE MORNING. THE 
MATERIALS WERE TAKEN FROM THE SAFE, AND THE SAFE DOOR WAS 
CLOSED, BUT NOT LOCKED. THEY WERE TO BE USED IN ANOTHER 
ROOM BY THE COMMITTEE'S MEDICAL ARTIST TO PREPARE DRAWINGS 


OF THE PRESIDENT’S WOUNDS. 
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WHEN HE RETURNED LATER THAT DAY TO RETURN THE PHOTOGRAPHS, 
HE FOUND THAT THE SAFE HAD BEEN OPENED AND ANOTHER NOTE- 
BOOK HAD BEEN TAKEN OUT OF THE SAFE. ONE PHOTOGRAPH 
OF THE PRESIDENT THAT WAS ENCLOSED IN A PLASTIC COVER 
HAD BEEN RIPPED OUT OF THE NOTEBOOK AND THE PHOTOGRAPH 
TAKEN OUT OF ITS COVER. ' 

TtlE CHIEF COUNSEL OF THE COMMITTEE WAS IMMEDIATELY 
NOTIFIED AND HE ORDERED THE STAFF TO UNDERTAKE AN 
INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE WHO HAD OBTAINED UNAUTHORIZED 
ACCESS TO THE MATERIALS . THE FINGERPRINTS OF EACH MEMBER 
OF THE STAFF WHO HAD AUTHORIZED ACCESS TO THE SAFE WERE 
MATCHED AGAINST FINGERPRINTS THAT WERE LIFTED FROM THE 
BOOKS THAT HAD BEEN REMOVED FROM THE SAFE, THE PLASTIC 
COVERS IN THE BOOKS, AND THE INSIDE OF THE SAFE DOOR. 

NONE OF THE STAFF FINGERPRINTS MATCHED THE LIFTED 
FINGERPRINTS. THE FINGERPRINTS OF A CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCY EMPLOYEE WERE THEN MATCHED TO THE LIFTED PRINTS. 
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THE MATCH WAS MADE BY THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA POLICE 
AND DOUBLE CHF.KED BY THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 

MR. SPEAKER: THIS MATTER WAS HANDLED BY THE DISTRICT 

OF COLUMBIA POLICE AND THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
IN A COMPETENT AND CONFIDENTIAL FASHION AND THE COMMITTEE 
IS GRATEFUL TO THEM FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE. 

DO UNDERSTAND HOW THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
EMPLOYEE OBTAINED ACCESS TO THE SAFE IT IS NECESSARY TO 
UNDERSTAND THE ROLE HE PLAYED WITH THE COMMITTEE. THE 
SELECT COMMITTEE HAD ACCESS AT THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCY TO THE AGENCY'S CLASSIFIED FILES. NOTES WERE 
TAKEN BY THE STAFF ON THE FILES. THOSE NOTES WERE 
BROUGHT BY AN AGENCY COURIER UNDER SEAL TO A SPECIAL AREA 
IN THE COMMITTEE'S OFFICES WHERE THEY WERE LOCKED IN A 
SAFE TO WHICH ONLY THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY HAD 
THE COMBINATION. NOTHING ELSE WAS KEPT IN THAT ROOM. 

AN AGENCY EMPLOYEE. WAS AVAILABLE DURING WORKING HOURS. 


7 


IN THE ROOM TO GIVE THE STAFF ACCESS TO THE NOTES. 

THE SAFE COULD ONLY BE OPENED IN THE PRESENCE OF THE 
AGENCY EMPLOYEE AND A STAFF MEMBER. IF IT WAS NECESSARY 
TO USE THE AGENCY NOTES IN CONNECTION WITH A REGULAR 
FILE OF THE COMMITTEE, THE REGULAR FILE WAS BROUGHT TO 
THE SPECIAL AREA. IF IT WAS NECESSARY TO USE THE 
COMMITTEE'S CLASSIFIED FILES IN CONNECTION WITH THE STAFF 
NOTES EITHER THE CLASSIFIED FILE WOULD BE BROUGHT TO THE 
SPECIAL AREA OR THE STAFF NOTES WERE BROUGHT TO THE 
CLASSIFIED FILES IN THE SECURITY ROOM. THE AGENCY EMPLOYEE 
ALWAYS ACCOMPANIED THE STAFF NOTES IF THEY WERE REMOVED 
FROM THE SPECIAL AREA. BUT THE AGENCY EMPLOYEE WAS NOT 
AUTHORIZED TO BE OUT OF THE SPECIAL AREA UNLESS HE WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY A STAFF MEMBER. HE WAS NOT AUTHORIZED TO 
HAVE ACCESS TO THE AUTOPSY MATERIALS. 
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WHEN THE AGENCY EMPLOYEE'S FINGERPRINTS WERE 
MATCHED TO THE LIFTED FINGERPRINTS, PERMISSION WAS 
OBTAINED FROM THE AGENCY TO INTERVIEW THE AGENCY 
EMPLOYEE. THE EMPLOYEE'S PERMISSION WAS OBTAINED TO 
RECORD THE INTERVIEW. THE EMPLOYEE DENIED HAVING ACCESS 
TO THE AUTOPSY MATERIALS WHEN HE WAS INTERVIEWED ON ONE 
DAY.* HE WAS THEN INTERVIEWED A SECOND TIME ON A SUCCEED- 
ING DAY. HE DID NOT ADMIT ANY WRONG DOING. HE REFUSED 

TO BE INTERVIEWED ANY MORE. 

THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY CONDUCTED AN 
INVESTIGATION OF THE MATTER. ITS INVESTIGATION BEGAN 
AFTER THE COMMITTEE ASKED PERMISSION TO TALK TO THE 
EMPLOYEE AND BEFORE THE COMMITTEE BROUGHT THE DETAILS OF 
THE UNAUTHORIZED ACTION, INCLUDING THE FINGERPRINTS, TO 
THE AGENCY’S ATTENTION. THE AGENCY’S INVESTIGATION 
INCLUDED INTERVIEWS AND THE USE OF PHOTOGRAPHS. 


ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS WERE TAKEN AFTER THE DETAILS OF 
THE COMMITTEE'S INVESTIGATION WERE BROUGHT TO THE 
ATTENTION OF THE AGENCY. THE COMMITTEE WAS GIVEN ACCESS 
TO EVERYTHING THAT THE AGENCY OBTAINED IN ITS INVESTIGATION 
AND CERTAIN ADDITIONAL MATERIALS THAT THE COMMITTEE 
REQUESTED . 

TAE COMMITTEE STAFF MEMBERS WHO CONDUCTED THE 
INVESTIGATION ARE SATISFIED THAT THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE 
UNCOVERED THAT THE AGENCY DIRECTED THE EMPLOYEE TO OBTAIN 
ACCESS TO THE AUTOPSY MATERIALS. THEY ALSO BELIEVE ON 
THE BASIS OF WHAT THEY KNOW THAT THE AGENCY DID NOT DIRECT 
THE ACTIVITY OF THE AGENCY EMPLOYEE IN THE REGARD. THE 
AGENCY EMPLOYEES WHO CONDUCTED THE AGENCY'S INVESTIGATION 
ARE SATISFIED THAT THE MOTIVE FOR OBTAINING UNAUTHORIZED 
ACCESS WAS MERE CURIOSITY. THE COMMITTEE STAFF MEMBERS 
ARE NOT SATISFIED THAT THE MOTIVE HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED; 
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THEY BELIEVE MERE CURIOSITY IS NOT CONSISTENT WITH THE 
FINGERPRINT EVIDENCE. BUT IN THE ABSENCE OF A FULL AND 
TRUTHFUL CONFESSION BY THE AGENCY EMPLOYEE OR THE OTHERS, 
IF ANY, WHO WERE IN LEAGUE WITH HIM - OR SUBSTANTIAL 
NEW EVIDENCE ALL RECOGNIZE THAT THE MATTER OF MOTIVE 
CANNOT BE ULTIMATELY RESOLVED. 

MR. SPEAKER: I WISH TO EMPHASIS SEVERAL POINTS: 

(1) . NO EVIDENCE WAS UNCOVERED THAT ANYTHING WAS 

TAKEN; 

(2) . NO EVIDENCE WAS UNCOVERED THAT ANYTHING WAS 

MISUSED, OTHER THAN IN THE UNAUTHORIZED 
EXAMINATION ITSELF; 

(3) . NO EVIDENCE WAS UNCOVERED THAT ANYONE HAS 

PROFITED FROM THESE ACTS; 

(4) . NO EVIDENCE WAS UNCOVERED THAT ANYONE OTHER 

THAN THE EMPLOYEE HIMSELF WAS INVOLVED IN 
WHAT HE DID; 

(5) . THE EMPLOYEE HAS BEEN DISCHARGED FROM THE 

AGENCY; AND 

(6) . TO MY KNOWLDEGE, NO DISCIPLINARY ACTION HAS 

BEEN THOUGHT NECESSARY OR TAKEN AGAINST ANY 
OTHER AGENCY EMPLOYEES IN CONNECTION WITH 


THE INCIDENT. 
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MR. SPEAKER: I DO NOT KNOW WHAT ADDITIONAL ACTION 

CAN BE TAKEN IN THIS MATTER. I CONSIDERED IT CLOSED IN 
JULY 1978 AFTER THE COMMITTEE AND THE AGENCY DID ALL THEY 
REASONABLY COULD BE EXPECTED TO DO. I CONSIDER IT CLOSED 
NOW. NEVERTHELESS, IF THE HOUSE OR ANY OF ITS RELEVANT 
COMMITTEES SEEKS TO INQUIRE INTO THE MATTER FURTHER, 

i will Assist in any way possible, it is enough to add 

THAT SPECUALTION ABOUT THE MATTER BEYOND THE EVIDENCE 
AT HAND IS UNJUST TO ALL CONCERNED. NO ONE WISHES TO 
KNOW THE TRUTH MORE THAN I DO. BUT THE IRRESPONSIBLE 
CIRUCLATION OF RUMOR AND MYTH ONLY FEED PARANOIA; THEY 
DO NOT QUENCH THE THIRST FOR KNOWLEDGE. 

- 12 - 

MR. SPEAKER: I ASK UNANIMOUS CONSENT TO HAVE THE 

ARTICLES TO WHICH I REFERRED INCORPORATED IN THE 


THE RECORD AT THIS POINT. 


